
Berlin Meissen

On the route Berlin return

PRACTICAL GUIDE

Elbe Radweg Trip Guide
Berlin arrival -> Dresden start -> Magdeburg finish -> Berlin return

Built from the trip itself: train transfer to Dresden, one-way bike rental logistics, flexible overnight
booking, and a final return to Berlin.

Train Berlin -> Dresden One-way rental return Book stays 1-2 days ahead

May 2026 field notes
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Route Logistics
Arrival, rental, packing, overnight planning, and the return from Magdeburg.

Getting to the Start

One of the easiest ways to begin a similar
journey is to use Berlin as the arrival and setup
point before the cycling days begin.

If the riding starts in Dresden, the simplest
connection from Berlin is by train.

• Starting the journey from Berlin is very
convenient.

• Flying into Berlin Brandenburg Airport
worked well as the arrival point before the
trip.

• The best way to reach Dresden from Berlin
for the start of the Elbe Radweg is by train.

• The train ride takes around two hours,
which makes the transfer straightforward
and efficient.

Bike Rental in Dresden

If you do not want to travel with your own
bike, renting in Dresden can make the start of
the trip much simpler.

• RollOn Dresden is a practical rental option
for starting the journey in Dresden.

• Website: https://www.rollondresden.de/en/

• They advertise bike pickup from other
cities, including Magdeburg, which can
make one-way trip logistics easier.

• It is recommended to arrange the rental and
return logistics some time in advance.

• Two side bags were enough for this trip to
carry everything needed.

• Renting the bags from the same place kept
the setup simple.

Weather and Clothing

Conditions on the route can change quickly, so
it helps to pack for more than one type of day
instead of assuming stable weather.

• Be ready for both sunshine and rain.
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Route Logistics
Arrival, rental, packing, overnight planning, and the return from Magdeburg.

Overnight Stays

A flexible booking approach worked well on
this trip, rather than fixing every overnight stop
long in advance.

• Booking overnight stays one or two days in
advance was enough.

• The Offizielles Elberadweg Handbuch can
be useful for finding places to stay
overnight.

• Tourist information centers are a good place
to look for the Offizielles Elberadweg
Handbuch.

• Booking.com was also useful for checking
potential overnight options.

• Ratswaage Hotel Magdeburg accepted the
bike for secure storage until it was picked
up by the rental company.

• When choosing where to stay, make sure
the accommodation is on the correct side of
the river for the next day.

Returning from Magdeburg

Once the ride is finished in Magdeburg, the
return connection back to Berlin is
straightforward.

• Getting from Magdeburg to Berlin is most
convenient by train.
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Berlin Before and After the Ride
How to move around the city efficiently and what is worth keeping in the plan before or after the cycling
days.

Getting Around Berlin

Before or after the cycling part of the journey,
Berlin is easiest to navigate with public
transportation rather than trying to move
around the city in a more improvised way.

• Public transportation is the most convenient
way to move around Berlin.

• The Berlin Welcome Card is a practical
option because it works as a full-day ticket
across the transport network and can also
give free or discounted access to many
museums.

Places to Visit in Berlin

If the trip includes time in Berlin at the
beginning or the end, it is worth setting aside
time for a few major stops rather than treating
the city only as a transport hub.

• Museum Island is a strong place to start if
you want several major museums in one
area.

• Brandenburg Gate is one of the essential
central landmarks to include in a short
Berlin visit.

• Unter den Linden works well as a walk
between major sights.

• The Volkswagen exhibition on Unter den
Linden is an easy additional stop along the
same route.

• Madame Tussauds is a lighter museum
option if you want something less
historical.

• Berlin Zoo is worth including if you want a
slower and more relaxed part of the day.

• The East Side Gallery is one of the
strongest stops for the final return to Berlin.

Ending the Trip in Berlin

If the route ends back in Berlin, it is worth
leaving time for a final walk instead of treating
the return as a purely logistical finish. The
East Side Gallery makes a strong last stop,
especially after several quieter days along the
Elbe.

The contrast matters: after countryside, river
paths, and smaller towns, Berlin feels louder,
denser, and more layered. That shift can make
the end of the trip feel reflective rather than
abrupt.

• Plan enough time at the end of the trip to
walk the East Side Gallery instead of
rushing straight onward.

• Treat the return to Berlin as part of the
journey, not just the transport connection
home.
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